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UNDELAYED AIR-RAID WARNINGS can now be sent to wardens 
and civilian defense posts by the use of 720-cycle carrier 
current now in operation on many power lines. It’s done 
by means of a compact warning device just developed 
in the G-E Carrier Current Laboratory. Four different 
signals may be transmitted in any desired order, an 
illuminated dial showing a white, yellow, red, or blue 
indication, along with a buzzer warning, at the receiving 
unit. The entire receiving device (shown at right above) 
is no bigger than a domestic watthour meter. 





CRITICAL MATERIALS can be saved and a “big floodlight” 
effect obtained from a unit of moderate size—as a result 
of the development of a new ‘‘bowed-in”’ silvered-glass 
reflector now used on this G-E Type L-43 floodlight. 
A “‘step”’ in the reflector directs light back to the para- 
bolic surface, from which it is redirected outward as part 
of the main beam. The new floodlight is particularly 
useful for protective lighting. 





TWENTY ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT CIRCUITS can be controlled from a 
single lever, thus aiding the pilot and saving space on 
the control panel, by means of a new multicircuit switch 
developed by General Electric. It is built up by mount- 
ing 1/3-0oz G-E Switchettes in pairs, to the number 
required by the circuits to be controlled. 








DOING DOUBLE DUTY in coal-mine service, this 300-hp 
wound-rotor induction motor serves both as a motor for 
starting and a generator for braking the movement of 
loaded monitors on a 5000-ft incline. Acting as a motor, 
it furnishes the power needed to move empty cars when 
the counter-balanced load is still on a relatively flat 
section of the track. Then, as the loaded monitor de- 
scends the slope, any speed-up is automatically opposed 
by regenerative braking, returning power to the 2300- 
volt line for other purposes. 





IGNITION VOLTAGES OF AIRCRAFT ENGINES can be accurately 
measured in flight with this new G-E electronic crest- 
voltmeter. It also has wide application in insulation 
testing, determining surge voltages caused by corona 
and surface discharges, and measuring other repeated- 
impulse voltages up to 30,000 volts. Self-contained and 
vibration-resistant, it is equally serviceable for field tests, 
production, and laboratory work. Publication GEA- 
3619 gives full details. 


YOUR ENGINEERS serving industry and other users of elec- 
tric energy have an important war job to do in helping 
to make the most of our power resources. Electrical 
ideas such as these, though sometimes minor in them- 
selves, can add up BIG when widely applied frequently 
saving energy, man power, and critical materials. Gen- 
eral Electric is ready to assist in the cause of conser- 
vation by supplying further information or application aid 
wherever better electrical utilization can help to win the 
war. General Electric, Schenectady, N. Y. 
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WPB Establishes New 
Inventory Control Section 


Kohlhepp of Wisconsin Public Service to direct new program for 
redistribution of “surplus” utility inventory — Continuing 


record of material available is immediate goal 


WPB’s Power Division is setting up 
an Inventory Control Section to direct 
a new formalized program for redis- 
tribution of “surplus” utility inven- 
tories as a means of minimizing the 
industry’s requirements for scarce ma- 
terials and of making effective wartime 
use of existing stocks of fabricated 
equipment (ELectricAL Wor.ip, Octo- 
ber 31, 1942, page 80). 

Charles E. Kohlhepp, vice-president 
of the Wisconsin Public Service Co., 
has been appointed to head the section. 
He will report for work on January 5. 


Continuing Inventory Record 


Core of the new program, at the out- 
set, will be a continuing inventory rec- 
ord of utility material available for 
transfer from companies now holding it 
in excess of Order P-46 limits to utili- 
ties and war plants needing it. These 
inventory records will be kept on a 
regional basis, using the established 
War Production Board regions as the 
boundaries. 

Revision of Order P-46, expected to 
be issued shortly, will require that 
after March 1 all utilities first attempt 
to obtain needed maintenance and con- 
struction materials through the regional 
offices before using priorities to get 
stocks requiring use of new raw ma- 
terials. 

Administratively the program is to 
be handled by WPB’s regional offices 
and integrated with other materials re- 
distribution programs. Personnel for 
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the job, however, is to be recommended 
to the regional offices by the Power 
Division and will work under the poli- 
cies established by Mr. Kohlhepp. 

This arrangement recognizes the dif- 
ferent character between the problem of 
disposing of excess stocks of converted 
manufacturing plants and of redistri- 
buting materials which can be held for 
maintenance or used for essential war 
construction. Power Division studies 
show that stocks of utilities which ap- 
pear today to be in “excess” actually 
will be needed for essential mainte- 
nance and war plant extensions over 
about a year’s time. Scrapping a por- 
tion of this stockpile to get scrap now 
would simply require allocation of raw 
materials in a few months to fabricate 
replacements. 


Supersedes “Pooling” Programs 


The formal utility redistribution pro- 
gram will supersede and absorb the 
several voluntary “pooling” programs 
now in operation in several sections of 
the country. The voluntary groups oper- 
ating these “pools” are to be given a 
part to play in the new setup, prob- 
ably as advisory committees working 
with the regional staffs and Mr. Kohl- 
hepp. Provision will be made for ex- 
panding these committees to include 
groups, either public or private, which 
have not been participating in the vol- 
untary programs. 

In addition to the continuing inven- 
tory procedure, the new Inventory Con- 
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trol Section is to be charged with de- 
veloping programs covering other 
phases of the materials problem. The 
job of the section, as explained by 
Acting Division Director Herbert S. 
Marks, is to pool materials inventories 
as the Production Section under J. FE. 
Moore has pooled and coordinated gen- 
erating and_ distribution facilities. 
(Among these other problems are plans 
for scrapping obsolete equipment in in- 
ventory, for transferring to war jobs 
or otherwise salvaging plant property 
which is now idle, ete. 


WPB Cancels TVA, 
Lake Catherine Units 


The War Production Board has an- 
nounced cancellation of authorization 
and priorities for the No. 3 units at two 
Tennessee Valley Authority dams now 
being built and for the second and third 
steam generators at the Lake Catherine, 
Ark., aluminum plant. 

The TVA units are the 30,000-kw. 
generators for Douglas and Cherokee 
dams. Two units of similar size are 
scheduled for each of the dams. The 
cancellation action reflects no change 
in the over-all WPB power expansion 
program inasmuch as these units were 
never included in the 1943 allocation 
schedule. Both the halted units have 
been reassigned to other projects, in 
accordance with the Power Division’s 
July program. 

Delays which would have forced over 
into 1944 the installation of the two 
32,500-kw. generators at Lake Catherine 
are responsible for this cancellation. 
These units originally were included in 
the July program. In addition to the 
generators, WPB’s “stop” order halts 
work on three boilers, all appurtenances 
and power plant structures for housing 
the units, 
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“1! Merger. Authorized 


The Federal Power Commission is- 
sued an order December 22 authorizing 
the merger and consolidation of facili- 
ties of the Turners Falls Power & Elec- 
tric Co., United Electric Light Co. and 
Pittsfield Electric Co. into the Western 
Massachusetts Electric Co, (ELECTRICAL 
Wortp, August 29, page 5). Determin- 
ing that consolidation of the four affili- 
ated companies was consistent with the 
public interest, an objection to grant- 
ing of the authorization by the city of 
Springfield. Mass., which had _inter- 
vened in the proceeding, was disposed 
of in part by the submission by the 
companies of a stipulation disclaiming 
any right to increased severance dam- 
ages resulting from the merger, in the 
event the city should in the future under- 
take to “municipalize” the electric 
utility system within the city limits. 

The commission pointed out that the 
merger would lay the foundation for 
the dissolution of the holding company 
(Western Massachusetts) ; would bring 
about the elimination of the Western 
Massachusetts Agency, Inc., which acts 
as accounting and disbursing agent for 
the applicants, and, according to the 
companies, would effect some slight 
economies in operating expenses, 
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THIS WEEK'S NEWS BRIEFS 





AN AMATEUR WOODSMAN, cutting a 
tree to augment his fuel supply, caused 
a 1%-hour power failure at the Glen- 
wood (L.I.) plant of the Long Island 
Lighting Co. recently. The interruption 
was caused by the tree falling on the 
main feeder line in Glenwood, police 
said, cutting off lights in Glen Cove, 
Oyster Bay and Seacliff. 


THe FPC HAs ANNOUNCED that it will 
not postpone hearings in the future ex- 
cept on a clear showing of absolute 
necessity or emergency. 


BLACK MARKET SALES of electrical 
heaters, banned last June by the WPB, 
have been reported from _ regional 
offices of OPA and WPB. Individuals 
have been buying parts for the heaters 
and assembling them in slipshod fashion 
without regard for underwriters’ regu- 
lations or workability. 


BurREAU OF RECLAMATION OFFICIALS 
disclosed recently that parts for the 
big 108,000-kw. generators to be seated 
in the west power house of Grand 
Coulee Dam are being detoured on a 
circuitous route on the railroad trip 
from the east to avoid low tunnels and 


bridges. 


ee 


ADVERTISING DIRECTORS MEET—Board of directors of the Public Utilities Advertis- 
ing Association (above) met in Chicago last month to plan association activities for the 


coming year. 


Left to right, front row: Waldo M. Wright, Amarillo Gas Co.; Gussie O. 


Jones, Atlanta Gas Light Co.; Clara H. Zillessen, Philadelphia Electric Co., P.U.A.A. presi- 
dent; Dale Remington, Wisconsin Public Service Co.; Robert Plowe, Commonwealth 


Edison Co. 


Second row: Al C. Joy. Pacific Gas & Electric Co.; E. K, Hartzell, East Ten- 


nessee Light & Power Co.; R. I. Seymour, Kansas City Power & Light Co.; C. J. Allen, 
Connecticut Light & Power Co.; E. N. Pope, Carolina Power & Light Co.; Harold J. Rowe, 
Iowa Electric Light & Power Co.; Thomas H. Spain, Public Service Electric & Gas Co. 
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DIMOUT REGULATIONS similar to those 
on the West Coast will go into effect in 
Vancouver, B, C., January 15, accord- 
ing to W. C. Mainwaring, British 
Columbia director of air raid precau- 
tions. Elimination of sky glare, visible 
for 50 miles, is the objective. 


Pusuic Service Exvectrric & Gas Co. 
of New Jersey is converting and repair- 
ing many of its transformers in a con- 
servation program designed to save 
about 200,000 pounds of copper and 
steel annually. About 48,000 trans- 
formers are in use. 


A BY-PRODUCT OF THE Seattle, Wash., 
dimout of street lights was a suit 
brought recently by a Mrs. Effie Green 
for $6,000 damages for personal injuries 
resulting from a fall in the dark. The 
claim alleged that the city turned out 
its lights, violating dimout regulations, 
instead of having the street lights 
equipped with proper shades and 
lighted. 


Harry D. Swartz, Arkansas Power 
& Light Co. employee, received the 
Harvey Couch gold medal for life savy- 
ing recently for resuscitating Jack 
Wray, a fellow employee, who stepped 
into a 13,000-volt power line. Swartz 
was the tenth employee of the company 
to receive the medal. 


DECEMBER BILLS OF CUSTOMERS of 
the Princeton, Ill., municipal light plant 
were stamped “paid” before being 
mailed out, on order of the city council, 
which reported a “dangerous surplus” 
in the treasury. The “free ride” 
amounted to approximately $10,000. At 
Columbiana, Ohio, residents received a 
similar Christmas present in the form 
of a 10 percent reduction in rates, 


At Monrvitte, N. J., young Johnny 
Kuiper, 2%, went belly-flopping on his 
sled, skidded off into the mouth of a 
drainpipe under an intersecting road, 
and stuck fast. Police and firemen were 
unable to extricate him and an emer- 
gency squad from the Jersey Central 
Power & Light Co. was called in. The 
men went to work with heavy jackham- 
mers to get to the drainpipe and finally 
succeeded in the delicate task of crack- 
ing the pipe without cracking Johnny. 


INDIANAPOLIS Power & Licut Co.’s 
employees have undertaken an unusual 
activity in connection with the ‘scrap 
drive. They are collecting old lamp 
bases for brass and nickel salvage, 
according to John G. Longsdorf, execu- 
tive assistant. From 2,256 lamp bases, 
or a barrel and a half, a total of 48 
pounds of brass and 10 pounds of 
nickel were obtained in tests. 
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OFFICIALS AT POWER POOL HEARING—A group of the officials of utilities, gathered at their headquartezs at Little Rock, Ark., for 
the FPC hearing on power pool rates to the DPC, included C. Hamilton Moses, C. S. Lynch, J. L. Bodie and T. J. Blewster of 
Arkansas Power & Light; F. E. Smith and D. G. Baker of Nebraska Power; R. K. Lane, W. Canfield and W. E. Slemmer of Public Serv- 
ice of Oklahoma; Frank M. Wilkes, J. R. Welsh and Ed Graham of Southwestern Gas & Electric Co.; W. T. Hess of Louisiana Power 
& Light: Ed Holmes of Mississippi Power & Light; J. E. Keck, Walter Blair, N. G. Hardy and H. T. Van Valkenburg of Texas 


Power & Light; M. F. Gill and B. Downing of Kansas Gas & Electric. 


the hearings 


Power Pool Disclaims 
Plan to Make Profit 


Breakdown of cost of pool's operations presented by utility 
officials at hearing on rates charged DPC for Lake 


Catherine aluminum plant power 


Following evidence by John Thorn- 
borrow of Middle West Service Co. that 
the Southwest “power pool,” with an 
investment of $13,694,555 involved, will 
make a profit on its contract to supply 
power to the Defense Plant Corpora- 
tion’s Lake Catherine aluminum plant 
of only $221.175, or six-tenths of one 
percent, C. Hamilton Moses, president 
of the Arkansas Power & Light Co., the 
last witness at the rate hearing at Little 
Rock, declared: “We didn’t go into this 
thing to make a profit. We did it be- 
cause the aluminum plant had to have 
power.” The hearing was recessed 
December 19 by chief trial examiner 
Frank A. Hampton of the Federal 
Power Commission, following a week of 
testimony (ELectricAL Worip, Decem- 
ber 26, page 55). Hearings will be re- 
sumed on January 14. 


No Ordinary Contract 


The arrangement with the aluminum 
plant, Mr. Moses said, could not be 
regarded as “an ordinary industrial 
contract,” explaining that, in addition 
to the plant’s tremendous demand and 
the complexity of the peol’s operation, 
it was “not ordinary” for a utility “to 
take on a contract like this when the 
customer was going to build a 70,000- 
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kw. or 105,000-kw. plant in the heart 
of our own territory.” 

Mr. Moses explained the special 
facilities agreed to by the Arkansas 
Power & Light Co. under the pool ar- 
rangements. He told of the original 
plan to extend a line north from Little 
Rock to Norfork Dam, and from there 
to Ozark Beach, Mo., connecting with 
the Empire District Electric Co.—a line 
which the WPB ordered discontinued 
four weeks before completion. The 
utility would lose $100,000, he declared, 
even if the company is ultimately al- 
lowed to finish the line. Special facili- 
ties built by the company for the power 
pool cost $1,581,103, of which all but 
$154,093 has been spent, he testified. 
With other costs which he enumerated, 
the total cost to the utility would run 
to $1,589,585, against which the com- 
pany expected to receive from DPC, as 
its share of the pool’s revenue, $931,- 
798, leaving $657,787 as the excess of 
costs over income. 

During the hearing the Arkansas 
utility officials and those of the Missis- 
sippi Power & Light Co. indicated that 
they would have facilities in 1943 to 
provide another 90,000-kw. extension of 
the companies’ facilities through use of 
plants under construction at McKamies, 


1943 


Eugene P. Locke of Dallas is representing the pool at 


Ark.; Huey and Sterlington, La. 


Previously in the hearing L. R. Lef- 
ferson, Ebasco Services Inc., testified 


that the power pool’s rates to the Lake 
Catherine pliant were “too low.” Both 
TVA and Bonneville projects charged 
premium rates to defense plants for 
temporary service, he said, but attempts 
by the pool to introduce copies of such 
contracts as evidence were overruled 
on objection by Lambert McAllister, 
FPC attorney. 

C. S. Lynch of Arkansas Power & 
Light and chairman of the pool's oper- 
ating committee, testified that the over- 
all cost to the DPC for the 40,000 kw. 
supplied by the pool would be 7.13 
mills per kw.-hr. Of this, he said, less 
than 1.26 mills could be classed as 
profit to the companies. He inserted in 
the record a breakdown of the 7.13-mill 
cost and pointed out that pool members 
would be paid at the rate of 5.39 mills 
per kw-hr. Attempting to develop a 
comparison of the 5.39 mills figure 
with the 5-mill rate the REA-financed 
Ark-La Electric Cooperative pays for 
32,500 kw. of Grand River (Okla.) 
power it delivers to the plant, Mr. Me- 
Allister objected and Mr. Hampton re- 
served decision. 


Arkansas Commission Intervenes 


A surprise move came during the 
hearing when P. A. Lasley, special coun- 
sel to the Arkansas Utilities Commis- 
sion, filed a formal intervention and 
asked the Federal Power Commission 
to dismiss the rate investigation on the 
grounds that any enforced change in 
the operations of the Southwest power 
pool might result in “a hindrance and 
delay to the war effort.” 
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Dissolution of U.G.I. 


is Voted by Directors 


Distribution of two-thirds of major investments and $30,600,000 in 
cash are included in voluntary plan filed with the SEC — 
United Corp. control is net effect 


The United Gas Improvement Co., 
utility 
holdings companies in the country, last 
week voted to liquidate its holdings and 
dissolve. The action was authorized by 
the company’s beard of directors when 
it approved a plan for the distribution 
to the preferred and common. stock 
holders of about two-thirds of the com- 
pany’s major investments and approxi- 
mately $30.600.000 in cash. Distribution 
of other assets, it was said, would fol- 


oldest and one of the largest 


low in due course. 


Letter Outlines Plan 


\ letter covering the major features 
of the plan, signed by William W. Bo- 
dine, president, and John E. Zimmer- 
mann, chairman of the board, was 
mailed to stockholders and a_ printed 
copy of details of the voluntary plan are 
being distribution. Im- 
mediate!y following the board’s action, 
ending the long controversy with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 
begun in 1935, the voluntary plan was 
filed with the commission under Section 


prepared for 





ll (e) of the Holding Company Act. 
Approval is required of the SEC, the 
majority of U.G.I.’s common-stock hold- 
ers and the Pennsylvania Public Utili- 
ties Commission. 

Briefly summarized. the plan provides 
for the retirement of U.G.L.’s $5 divi- 
dend preferred stock by issuing, for 
each share, three shares of a new $1 
dividend cumulative preference com- 
mon stock of the Philadelphia Electric 
Co., plus $40 cash. Special provision 
is made to permit alternative distribu- 
tion of cash and the new Philadelphia 
Electric stock, as far as practicable, as 
may be requested by the preferred- 
stock holders. 

The stock of U.G.I. is to 
receive, as a partial distribution of capi- 
tal, one-third of a share of new common 
stock of the Philadelphia Electric Co. 
and one-twelfth of a share of common 
stock of Publie Service Corp. of New 
Jersey. Later the common will receive 
its pro rata share of U.G.I.’s remaining 
deemed feasible to 
Electric and 


common 


may be 
Philadelphia 


assets as 


distribute. 


BONDS AND MORE BONDS—There are 1,000 War Savings Bonds of various denomi- 
nations in the stack above—all of them issued last month to employees of the Wash- 


ington Water Power Co. and Spokane United Railways. 


As of October 15, 3,722 


bonds having maturity values of $121,500 had been issued to employees of the com- 


panies on a payroll deduction basis. 


L. E. Morse, secretary, left, and C, E. Gieseker, 


treasurer, right, inspect the bonds while Miss Isabelle Echaaf fills in the names 
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U.G.1.’s_ principal assets. 


Service of New Jersey are 


Letter Lists Advantages 


In his letter to stockholders Mr. Bo- 
dine listed the advantages to both the 
preferred and common stock holders as 
follows: 

“. . . The preferred-stock holders of 
U.G.L. will receive in liquidation partly 
cash and partly the stock of an operat- 
ing company, Philadelphia Electric Co., 
bearing cumulative dividends which 
are preferred over those on the new 
common stock of that company. On the 
basis of estimated earnings of Phila- 
delphia Electric for 1942 the preferen- 
tial dividend on the new $1 dividend 
preference common stock would be 
earned approximately 5.7 times and 
the over-all coverage of interest, pre- 
ferred and preference common. stock 
dividends about 2.3 times. 

“The plan is considered advantageous 
to U.G.I. common-stock holders since it 
will presently transfer to them the di- 
rect ownership of the company’s major 
investments and facilitates further dis- 
tribution or other disposal of those re- 
maining assets as may prove desirable 
or practicable in the future, and effects 
a substantial reduction in taxes, besides 
making possible a reduction in other 
expenses of U.G.L.” 

The plan covers the distribution of 
about $225,000,000 of U.G.I.’s present 
assets, or about two-thirds with the re- 
maining third held pending further dis- 
tribution. 


Effect of Plan 


Fundamental effect of the voluntary 
plan of liquidation is the transfer of 
control of the Philadelphia Electric 
Co. to United Corp., which owns 26 per- 
cent of the common stock of U.G.L. 
Likewise, since the United Corp., with 
U.G.L., already is the parent company 
of the Public Service Corp. of New 
Jersey, U.G.I.’s divestment of interest 
in Public Service would leave United 
Corp. the sole parent. 

Already the SEC has ruled that 
U.G.I.’s and United Corp.’s investments 
in Public Service constituted the latter 
company a subsidiary of the two hold- 
ing companies. This ruling was upheld 
by the Third Circuit Court of Appeals 
and a review of the decision was denied 
by the U. S. Supreme Court (ELEctRrI- 
caL Worutp, August 22, page 72; No- 
vember 21, page 9; December 19, page 
20). 

United Gas Improvement is under 
SEC orders to divest itself of interest 
in some 22 subsidiaries under Section 
11 (b) (1) of the Holding Company 
Act. The divestiture order was appealed 
by the company (EvectricaL Wor tp, 
October 10, page 5), but a ruling is still 
pending on the matter. 
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Utility Accident Rates 
Up 9 Percent for Year 


Small companies improved record, medium-sized companies had larg- 
est increase, combination companies lowest, straight gas companies 
highest accident frequency rates, says National Safety Council 


Accident frequency rates among 
utilities during the 1941-1942 period 
averaged 9 percent higher than for the 
corresponding period of 1940-41, ac- 
cording to statistics released recently 
in Chicago by the National Safety 
Council. Only the small utilities com- 
peting in the council’s Public Utilities 
Section safety contest were able to effect 
an average improvement in their acci- 
dent frequency rates during the °41-’42 
contest period. it was stated. 


Equal Industry Rates 


The increase in accident rates among 
utilities was said by the council to be 
about parallel with the increase in 
accident rates for industry in general 
over the same period. It was presumed 
to be due to the influx of new employees 
into the industry during the period and 
to the effects of expansion and burden- 
ing of facilities due to the war effort. 

Average accident frequency rate (re- 
portable injuries per 1,000,000 man- 
hours) for all contestants was 10.5. 
“Medium-sized” companies had _ the 
largest increase in rate, while combina- 
tion gas and electric companies had 
the lowest rates, averaging 8.73; 
straight gas companies had the highest 
rates, averaging 12.59, the council re- 
ported, 

Eleven companies went through the 
contest period of one year without a 
single reportable injury, compared with 


ten companies in the °40-"41 contest 
period, it was stated. 

Winners of the three contest classifi- 
cations and their frequency rates for 
the 1941-42 period are: 


Combination Gas & Electric Division 
(Large Companies—Average Rate, 7.70) 


|. Metropolitan Edison Co., Reading, Pa. 1.67 
2. Virginia Electric & Power Co., Richmond, 
Ws. ndirs Caned Sessa ou BET Aa ery 2.48 
3. Georgia Power Co., Atlanta, Ga............3.05 
(Middle-sized Companies—Average Rate, 13.48) 
|. Pennsylvania Edison Co., Altoona, Pa. 1.84 
2. Central Illinois Light Co., Peoria, Ill.. 2.23 
3. Eastern Shore Public Service Co., Salisbury, 
CUE TRE Fo rgck aaa bn Reeth css ver een be ches 7.53 


(Small Companies—Average Rate, 9.77) 


Three companies tied with perfect, 
no-accident records, listed in order of 
the number of man-hours worked by 
each during the contest period. The 
first named worked the largest total: 

Suburban Gas & Electric Co., Revere. 
Mass.; Leominster Electric Light & 
Power Co., Leominster, Mass.; Wachu- 
sett Electric Co., Clinton, Mass. 


Electric Division 
(Large Companies—Average Rate, 10.79) 
1. The Ohio Public Service Company, Cleve- 


SR TUNG! oa hobs sn Ra gti ce Cae en eedae-+awe wed 3.10 
2. The Washington Water Power Co., Spo- 

RD RIN oa se i On oot eee chal we vee 3.35 
3. Appalachian Electric Power Co. (Virginia 

and West Virginia) Bluefield, W. Va........ 3.45 
(Middle-sized Companies—Average Rate, 12.41) 
|. Nebraska Power Co., Omaha, Neb......... 3.32 


2. Pennsylvania Power Co., New Castle, Pa... .3.42 
3. Kansas Gas and Electric Co., Wichita, Kan., 4.02 
(Small Companies—Average Rate, 1|1.81) 


Seven companies tied with perfect, 
no-accident records, listed in order of 
the number of man-hours worked dur- 
ing the contest period. The first named 
company worked the largest number of 
man-hours. 

Erie County Electric Co., Erie, Pa.; 
Price Brothers & Company, Ltd., Hydro- 
Electric Department, Kenogami, Que- 
bec; Kingsport Utilities, Inc., Kings- 
port, Tenn.; Eastern Oregon Light & 
Power Co., Baker, Ore.; Kaministiquia 
Power Co., Fort William, Ontario; 
Southern Berkshire Power & Electric 
Co., Great Barrington, Mass.; Orrville 
Municipal Utilities, Orrville, Ohio. 


Gas Division 
(Large Companies—Average Rate, |!.83) 
1. The Peoples Natural Gas Co., Pittsburgh, 


Pee Syshlaevenes teh ees eek : ava tans aes cee 
2. Columbia Gas & Electric Corp., Columbus 
Group, Columbus, O. tae 


3. Hope Natural Gas Co., Clarksburg, W. Va., 3.91 
(Middle-sized Companies—Average Rate, 15.99) 


1. The Dallas Gas Co., Dallas, Texas stig 

2. Pittsburgh & West Virginia Gas Co., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 7.38 

3. The St. Louis County Gas Co., St. Louis, 
MG. cadens KE aVIN nie wanton te es . 10,26 


(Small Companies—Average Rate, 17.77) 


|. The Canadian River Gas Co., Amarillo, 
WON. Giswagyeree s4) ‘ veaon ne 
2. Lone Star Gas Co., Fort Worth, Texas......6.49 


3. Brockton Gas Light Co., Brockton, Mass... .10.49 


Boston Edison Plant 
Intact After Fire 


Boston Edison’s L Street generating 
station in South Boston, one of the two 
steam plants of that utility now in op- 
eration, escaped a major disaster by 
fire on Tuesday morning of last week, 
when a four-alarm blaze destroyed the 
C. H. Sprague Company’s coal wharf 
serving this station on the waterfront 
of the Bay State capital. The prelimi- 











NEW SUBSTATION—United Illuminating Co.’s most recently completed 10,000-kva. substation in Bridgeport, Conn., serving many 


heavy industries, illustrates the safety value of metal-clad construction. 


posed upon existing 6.9-kv. facilities. 


Here 13.8-kv. steel-inclosed equipment was superim- 
There are three new 5,000-kva. auto-transformers delivering energy at 6.9 kv. to an old bus 


for industrial service and for further transformation to 2,300 volts, and also three 2,500-kva. transformers supplying energy at 2,300 
volts by stepping down from the 13.8-kv. primary. One of these last-mentioned units can be operated at either 13.8 or 6.9 kv. 
on the primary side to give increased service flexibility 
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nary estimated loss was about $500,000. 
but President James V. Toner. who 
reached the scene from his home in 
West Newton less than 30 minutes after 
the sounding of the third alarm. said 
that the company will continue opera- 
tion without interference. 

Coal stocks at L Street are adequate 
for full operation for 50 to 60 days. and 
for some time the company has been 
receiving a substantial amount of coal 


by rail. Major damage was to coal- 
handling machinery of the Sprague 


company, which leases the wharf space. 
Coast guardsmen from Boston aided the 
fire department in protecting the prop- 
erty by the use of sandbags to prevent 
the spread of flames to the coal con- 
veyor system serving the plant. One 
coal-handling tower was destroyed and 
control areas also suffered. The U. S. 
Army is investigating the cause, the 
Boston Base being directly across the 
slip from the wharf. 


FPC Postpones Franklin 
Falls Permit Hearing 


The Federal 
postponed from January 4 to February 
1, 1943, a public hearing to be held 
at Concord, N. H., on an application of 
the Cooperative Service Association for 
a preliminary permit for a proposed 
hydro-electric development to be in- 
stalled at the existing Franklin Falls 


Power Commission has 


flood control dam. located on_ the 
Pemigewasset River in Merrimack 
county, N. H. 


Sees 25 Percent Rise in 
Indiana P. S. Capacity 


Completion by end of 1943 of Dresser and Edwardsport generating 
stations will implement power requirements of war produc- 
tion industries, says President R. A. Gallagher 


By the end of next year construction 
work now under way at Dresser and 
Edwardsport generating stations of the 
Public Service Company of Indiana. 
Inc.. will increase available generating 
capacity of the system about 25 percent, 
President R. A. Gallagher asserted in 
a statement to the press recently on 
the power supply situation in Indiana. 


Requirements Met to Date 


“Power requirements of the war pro- 
duction program in Indiana have been 
successfully met to date and it is in- 
tended that our state shall continue to 
handle its large share of the war job,” 
he said. 

“Cities located on this interconnected 
system need not worry about a possible 
shortage of power to produce goods,” 
Mr. Gallagher declared, in pointing out 
that the interconnection of generating 
stations through transmission lines per- 
mits power to be delivered where it is 
most vitally needed. 

President Gallagher's statement bears 
out an earlier prediction by Chief Engi- 
neer J. J. Trainor (ELectricat Wor pb, 
August 1, 1942) of Public Service in 
which he said that the Indiana company 





FIRST AIDERS—Josephine McLeod and Patricia O'Neill of Malden (Mass.) Electric, a 
New England Power System utility, demonstrate quick service to “victims” of wartime 
disability in first aid exercises held recently 
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expected to have enough power this 
year to take care of war industries as 
well as normal civilian requirements. 
At that time Trainor warned. however, 
that it would require “every last kilo- 
watt-hour we can possibly scrape to- 
gether.” Trainor then estimated that the 
December, 1942, peak would be 280,- 
000 kw.. and that it could be met with 
“only a slight overloading of our facili- 
ties” by the 278,000 kw. of capacity 
available under purchased power con- 
tracts, new plant construction and emer- 
gency short-term generating capacity. 

In his press release last week Presi- 
dent Gallagher said that at Dresser sta- 
tion work is progressing rapidly on the 
new 50,000-kw. generating unit which 
will boost the capacity of the station to 
175.000 kw. Preliminary steps have 
been taken for the addition of a new 
37,500-kw. unit at Edwardsport, more 
than doubling the present capacity of 
that plant. 


$8,000,000 Investment 


“Expansion of our two major gen- 
erating stations will represent an in- 
vestment of $8,000,000,” Mr. Gallagher 
reported, “In addition to these improve- 
ments in generating capacity, we are 
presently building a 132,000-volt elec- 
tric transmission line from Dresser to 
Louisville, Ky., which will greatly 
strengthen the power supply in south- 
ern Indiana and permit further inter- 
change of energy with companies to 
the south. Several other high-voltage 
lines will be constructed in the near 
future with a view to balancing system 
operations and bolstering the supply in 
other directions.” 

“Dresser station’s new 50,000-kw. 
unit,” he pointed out, “will be housed 
in an extension on the ngrth side of the 
present structure and its operation inte- 
grated with the other four units. Foun- 
dation for the new turbine room and 
boiler equipment are practically com- 
pleted and shipments of structural steel 
are now arriving at the site,” Mr. Gal- 
lagher reported. 

“The program of the Public Service 
Co. of Indiana, Inc., is part of a state- 
wide plan in which the company, fed- 
eral power authorities and other utilities 
in the area are cooperating to keep 
power abreast or ahead of growing de- 
mands,” he stated. 
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Santa Cruz Formula 
for Maintaining Revenue 


California “ghost” town turns into boom town through utility engineer's 
efforts to popularize community as haven for 
families non-essential to the war effort 


War has made some cities boom 
towns, has depopulated others. Those 
which have lost population drastically 
possibly could follow the example of 
Santa Cruz, Calif., where a utility en- 
gineer, serving as president of the local 
chamber of commerce, developed a plan 
which reversed the tide. Now the town 
is filling up with the families of Army 
officers away to the war, and even fami- 
lies of war workers who have found 
housing too difficult to obtain in the 
war-production centers themselves. 


Grunsky Pioneered Move 


The Santa Cruz plan was originated 
by Charles Grunsky, electrical engineer 
for Coast Counties Gas & Electric Co., 
serving as president of the local cham- 
ber of commerce. Santa Cruz found 
itself outside of war production and de- 
pleted in population because, on the 
coast, fright had driven many families 
to seek residence elsewhere. The Cham- 
ber of Commerce appealed to the State 
Council of Defense to make use of a 
15-minute program on the Pacific Coast 
network of the Columbia Broadcasting 
System of about 20 stations, On this it 
was dramatically pointed out that the 
housing shortage in war areas made it 
desirable for the non-essential popula- 
tion to move elsewhere. It urged fam- 
ilies not essential to the war effort to 
rent their homes in war-production areas 
to those needing them and to come to 
Santa Cruz to live for the duration. 

Hundreds of families moved to the 
community. More sales of real estate 
developed than at any time other than 
at the very height of the government 
housing plan two years ago. Bankers 
have hundreds of new accounts. Water, 
telephone, gas and electric services 
showed marked increases at a time of 
year when ordinarily there was a loss in 
connections. Instead of a surplus of 
homes there is almost a scarcity of 
better homes for rental purposes. 

Santa Cruz has many apartments, 
auto courts and small houses which 
were normally filled during the summer 
season, but which stood idle during win- 
ter months. Present effort is being con- 
centrated to bring some 500 families of 
shipyard workers to occupy these prem- 
ises during the winter months. This is 
being done through the shipyard hous- 
ing department. The yards are cooperat- 


ing effectively. Their workers are 
housed in dormitories. When the fami- 
lies of such men arrive in California, 
as they do in spite of all instructions to 
the contrary, they are told to report to 
the Chamber of Commerce in Santa 
Cruz. 


Word Passed Along 


Additional publicity was given to the 
newspapers throughout California and 
to every chamber of commerce and 
travel bureau. The major gasoline dis- 
tributing companies passed the word 
along to service stations. Radio sta- 
tions in San Joaquin Valley were used. 
Advertisements were placed in papers 
in San Diego and in Honolulu. The 
service clubs of the town and various 
associations communicated with their 
affliated organizations in congested 
areas. The chairman of the housing 
committee wrote personal letters to 
every military establishment and naval 
post in the country, Written in trip- 
licate, they carried the request that they 


be posted in conspicuous spots for the 
information of personnel. These letters 
were a bid for the families of officers 
and enlisted men for the duration. 

Although predominantly a community 
enterprise, and one which was of ma- 
terial assistance in the war program, 
it has had its rewards to the utility in 
maintaining its meters in service and 
its revenue, 


SEC Approves 
Carolina Write-Down 


The Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion has conditionally approved an 
$18,648,438 write-down of the utility 
plant account of the Carolina Power & 
Light Co., a National Power & Light 
Co. subsidiary in the Electric Bond & 
Share system. The proposals also in- 
cluded a reduction of Carolina’s com- 
mon capital to $10,000,000 to eliminate 
earned surplus deficit resulting from the 
write-down, capital contribution by Na- 
tional to Carolina of 1,422,609 common 
shares of Carolina to be canceled, and 
certain other adjustments in the sub- 
sidiary’s accounts. 

The write-down is the result of a 
compromise agreement with the Federal 
Power Commission which had made a 
cost study of the company’s plant and 
found there existed identifiable write- 
ups of approximately $23,623,538. 





MILLION-VOLT “V”—Visitors to Chicago’s museum of Science and Industry were re- 

cently shown this spectacular. million-volt ‘““V” for victory. Display was created through 

the discharge from the Museum’s surge generator (Westinghouse), normally used for 
demonstrating the testing of high power electrical equipment. 
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War Problems Occupy 
Northwest Conference 


Wartime problems facing utilization 
departments of Northwest utility com- 
panies in their relations with customers 
were thrashed out at a round-table con- 
ference of key men at Portland re- 
cently. This was the first of a series 
of three such conferences sponsored by 
the Northwest Electric Light and 
Power Association and was under the 
chairmanship of S. C._ Plankinton, 
Northwestern Electric Co. 


Sales Personnel Reduced 


Some of the facts brought forth and 
conclusions reached were as follows: 

The number of sales people in resi- 
dential and farm sales departments in 
nine companies have been reduced from 
237 to 90 within the year. Only three 
companies are doing some merchandis- 
ing, but many former appliance sales- 
men are transferred to other depart- 
ments to retain good men in_ utility 
service. Farm electrification men have 
changed their occupations to farm serv- 
ice men and are assisting farmers to 
get what equipment is available. Home 
service girls are conducting group 
meetings, instead of calling at indi- 
vidual customers’ homes; teaching Red 
Cross Canteen; conducting courses in 
nutrition, and teaching former maid- 
hiring housewives how to cook. Many 
of the new residents of the fast-growing 
war industry centers in the Northwest 
never saw an electric range. 

Commercial and industrial men are 
finding more than enough to do as 
consulting engineers, inspecting equip- 
ment, adapting off-standard equipment 
to the types of service rendered in the 
area, laying out plant arrangement and 
designing wiring, advising on purchas- 
ing and priority problems of plant 
managers, acting as liaison between 
the customer and the WPB, and, in the 
dimout zone along the coast, helping 
customers to comply with army dimout 
regulations. 


Dealer Casualties Cited 


Casualties among dealers has been 
about 50 percent to date and is ex- 
pected to be much greater by early 
1943. Small appliance servicing is 
still being pretty well cared for by 
dealers in the larger centers, and is 
expected to remain so_ indefinitely. 
Some manufacturers are trying to 
work out a plan to establish one good 
servicing center in each medium-sized 
community, but the caution was thrown 
out that the utility would probably have 
to assume this function in small towns 
if the appliances were to be kept in 
All service shops are ham- 

the shortage of nichrome 


service. 
pered by 
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wire, and a plea was entered that the 
WPB recognize the importance of ap- 
pliance servicing to the war and allot 
to service shops the small amount of 
nichrome that would be necessary for 
the normal run of replacement and 
repairs. 

Extension of service to new cus- 
tomers is under absolute control of 
WPB now, so economic considerations 
are not a factor, but the problem of 
saying “no” to applicants has not be- 
come much easier. Special cases are 
brought before a committee in some 
companies as a means of arriving at 


absolute fairness in decision and to 
take the sting off the “no” if no 


is the answer. Care is taken not to 
throw onus on the WPB as such, but 
to explain properly the critical nature 
of the copper problem. Temporary 
service is rendered by the companies 
universally charging the customer the 
up and down cost, plus a rental of from 
1 to 2 percent per month of the value 
of the equipment tied up. Some com- 
panies kick back a portion of the 
up and down cost if the power bill 
figures to better than a one-third ratio. 


Value of Advertising 


How far can advertising take the 
place of direct customer contact and 
what should be advertised, was a sub- 
ject of considerable discussion. J. 
Harvey Leach, Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co., stated he had found that 
most of the criticism of the company 
stemmed not from rates or economic 
considerations but from personalities. 
He cautioned executives present not to 
expect to correct all misunderstand- 
ings by running an ad. The group 
generally did not favor a public dis- 
cussion of a possible power curtailment 
before curtailment was ordered, nor 
any discussion in advance of a pos- 
sible future power shortage. John 
Dierdorff, Pacific Power & Light Co., 
commended the copy in the national 
advertising of the utility companies, 
which is telling the story of “power 
plenty” from a national standpoint, 
whereas it would be dangerous for any 
company to talk about plenty of power 
locally. 


How a critical situation with re- 





MEETINGS 


Previously Listed 


Missouri Valley Electric Association — Industrial 
engineering conference, Continental Hotel, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., January 13-14. 1. D. Pettegrew, 
director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 


American Society of Civil Engineers — Annual 
meeting, headquarters, New York, Y., Janu- 
ary 20-22. George 1. Seabury, secretary, 33 
West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Na- 
tional Technical Meeting, New York, N. Y., 
January 25-29. H. H. Henline, secretary, 33 
West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 
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spect to power supply in the region dur- 
ing the long dry summer and fall was 
alleviated by the operation of the new 
power pool in the five Northwest states 
was told by R. R. Robley, Portland 
General Electric Co., member of the 
operating committee. This operation 
has conserved fuel, cut losses, stored 
kilowatt-hours in the form of water, 
handled sharp increases in load, filled 
breaches caused by breakdowns, and 
performed other benefits. 


Cites Advance in 
Boiler Design 


Recent advances in metallurgy and 
feedwater chemistry have provided 
boile: designers with the requisite tools 
to build boilers for modern high pres- 
sures and temperatures, E, G. Bailey, 
vice-president Babcock & Wilcox Co., 
told engineers in South Bend, Ind., last 
week. Mr. Bailey pointed out, how- 
ever, that none of the excellent records 
now being established would have been 
possible without the wholehearted co- 
operation of operating engineers. 

Mr. Bailey spoke before a group of 
178 engineers at a joint meeting of 
the Engineers and Architects Club, the 
St. Joseph Valley Section of the 
A.S.M.E. and the Indiana Power En- 
gineers. 

To show the advances made during 
the last 20 years in boiler design, Mr. 
Bailey used colored motion picture 
film of the old 650-lb.-psi. and the 
new 2,500-lb.-psi. boilers at Twin 
Branch plant of the Indiana-Michigan 
Electric Co. at Mishawaka, Ind. These 
films, which shows the interior of the 
pulverized fuel combustion chamber of 
the 2,500-lb.-psi unit operating at tem- 
peratures of 3,300 to 3,500 deg. F., are 
photographically unique. They were 
taken with filters of Bailey’s own de- 
sign, since no commercial equipment 
is available for photographing tem- 
peratures of this order, in color. In 
a departure from usual illustrated lec- 
ture procedure and to make the motion 
picture easier to follow, Mr. Bailey 
projected a colored slide of the boiler 
construction on a separate screen at 
the same time that the motion picture 


‘film was shown. 


Boiler design for providing 1,400 
deg. superheated steam for the Houdry 
process to extract butadienes were also 
discussed as well as methods for accu- 
rately controlling this high superheat 
temperature. 

In commenting on forced circulation 
boilers, Mr. Bailey said that they have 
their place and should prove excellent 
for applications such as locomotives 
and ships, etc., where space and weight 
are at a premium. 
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LINE MATERIAL COMPANY 


is only the beginning 


On that happy day when Victory is finally, completely ours, American 
power companies will face their golden opportunity... and greatest 
challenge. Power to make the materials that will rebuild a war- 
shattered world, power to satisfy the vastly increased demands of 
America’s post-war public, must be generated and distributed with 
greater efficiency and economy than has been possible before. 


That is why L-M research engineers are striving now for solutions 
to problems that will confront every operating man after the war is 
won. Startling new developments in electrical equipment have already 
emerged from this research. Some are still on the drawing boards, 
others are actually working in the L-M experimental laboratory. All of 
them give definite promise that new standards of efficiency and econ- 
omy will be possible in the distribution of tomorrow's electric service. 


At present, of course, these newest L-M engineering developments 
cannot be made available. For the “duration”, all L-M productive 
capacity will continue to be concentrated on established products 
and on direct war material assignments. But when the Victory is won, 
and operating men take over the industry's greatest job, these new 
L-M devices will prove themselves as effective in that struggle as 
B-19’s in the battles of today. 
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NINE MILES OF COPPER 
SAVED—More than 51,000 
feet of copper cable was 
saved recently by the in- 
stallation of a _  1,500-kva. 
General Electric transformer 
and switch assembly at an 
Eastern war plant. In one 
load area at the plant 1,500 
kva. was needed at 480 
volts, three-phase. For the 
best spot-load distribution in 
the area six feeders would 
have been required, com- 
prised of two 500,000-cir. 
mil cables per phase for 
five of the feeders and one 
500,000-cir. mil cable for the 
other feeder, or a total of 
thirty-three 500,000-cir. mil 
cables for the six feeders. 
Distance from the center of 
the load area to its power 
station was about 1,700 feet. 
The transformer was _in- 
stalled at the load center, 
and only three high-voltage 
§00,000-cir. mil cables were 
run back to the power sta- 
lion. This required only 
5,100 feet of cable, as com- 
pared to over 56,000 feet 
that would have been re- 
quired if the thirty-three 
500,000-cir. mil cables had 
been extended from the load 
area to the power station 








PICTURE OF A BLAST—We’'ve just come across this picture of the explosion which occurred June 22 at 
Decatur (Ind.) Power & Light Co.’s municipal plant, when a 3,000-kw. turbine tore itself to pieces and wrecked 
the plant. Service was out for three days in eight war plants until the utility cut in to lines of Indiana Service 
Corp. at Fort Wayne. An old 2,000-kw. turbine was quickly reconditioned and put into service the same 
day for local service. Picture from Indianapolis Pictorial, an insurance underwriter’s magazine 
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TROL ng sale engineers of the Com- 
busy the@lays helping Chicago business men 
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CHINESE “WELDING TIGERS’’—’’We've heard a lot about the ‘Flying Tiger’ aviation group in China,” says 

Harry Brink, welding superintendent at the Western Pipe & Steel Co., San Francisco, “but here in America 

we have a ‘Welding Tiger’ group, which is composed entirely of Chinese welders, who are breaking pro- 

duction records.” The group of 20, under Bill Jow (white suit), University of California graduate, has 

developed into one of the 

best welding crews em- 

ployed by the company. } 

Photo from the Lincoln <p . 
Electric Co. a if : 
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PROGRESS AT ROCHESTER a ! 
—At one of the Rochester 2 . 7) 
Ae Gas & Electric Co. steam S Le 
stations capacity will soun 
be raised from 117,000 kw. 
to 142,000 kw. with the ad- 
dition of a new steam gen- 
erator of 300,000 lb. per 
hour capacity and another 
25,000-kw. high-pressure 
condensing turbine. In the 
picture workmen are seen 
erecting a section of the 
smoke breeching at a new 
boiler house in one of the 

plants 
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FOUR ORNAMENTAL IRON 
DOMES atop the Post Street 
substation of the Washing- 
ton Water Power Co., Spo- 
kane, Wash., were recently 
dismantled for scrap metal. 
The domes weighed 6 tons 
each, which helped out on 
the total of 2,324,240 pounds 
salvaged by the company. 
The Flying Fortress is 
apparently observing the 
operations, no doubt with 

approval 














A COMPLETE STEAM LINE INCLUD- 
ING TURBINE-GENERATORS * CON- 
DENSERS *FEED-WATER HEATERS »* 
AIR EJECTORS * EVAPORATORS + 
HEAT EXCHANGERS * MECHANICAL 
DRIVE TURBINES * CIRCULATING 
AND CONDENSATE PUMPS 
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fits every auxiliary 


to its specific job 


Teamwork in engineering naturally re- 
sults in improved over-all power plant 
performance. When turbine engineers, 
condenser engineers, and steam research 
engineers work together as they do at 
Steam Headquarters every unit in the 
power plant installation is fitted more 
accurately to its specific job. Result— 
lower cost, maximum kw per pound of 
fuel, higher plant efficiency. 

For example, the co-ordinated planning 
of turbine and condenser engineers elimi- 
nates the tendency toward over-conserva- 
tive specifications which may result in 


“oversizing’’ of auxiliaries. Expense 1s 
saved in initial investment. Power is saved 
in operation. 

Only with a complete line of steam 
equipment, supported by complete engi- 
neering facilities, is such co-ordination 
possible. 

If you are planning a new turbine- 
generator installation or working toward 
improvement of existing station operation, 
come to Westinghouse for practical co- 
ordination techniques that have been 
evolved to take full advantage of modern 


steam practice. J-50424 


Westinghouse 
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Output Estimated 
at 13.6 Percent Rise 


Following the usual seasonal trend, 
the output curve for the week ended 
December 26 dropped to 3,675,000,000 
kw.-hr., from 3,975,873,000 kw.-hr. The 
preceding week, according to an esti- 
mate made by the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. The figure for the week ended De- 
cember 26 is subject to revision, being 
only an estimate. It compares with 
3,234,128,000 kw.-hr. for the same week, 
1941, an increase of 13.6 percent. 

The output figure for the week ended 
December 19 given in the December 26 
issue of ELectricAL Wortp as 3,980,- 
000,000 kw.-hr. has been revised to 
3,975,873,000 kw.-hr. It compares with 
3.495,140,000 kw.-hr. for the corre- 
sponding week of 1941, an increase of 
13.8 percent. 

Pacific Coast took first place in re- 
gional percentage gains for the week 
ended December 19 over the 1941 fig- 
ures, reporting a 28.6 percent gain. The 
Southern States ran second with a 21.6 
percent gain. Regional percent changes 
from the previous year for the week 
ended December 26 will be reported in 
the January 9 issue of ELecTrRIcaL 
Wor-p. 

Weekly Output, Millions Kw.Hr. 


1942 1941 1940 
Dec. 26 3,675* Dec. 27 3,234 Dec, 28 2,757 
Dec. 19 3,976 Dec. 20 3,495 Dec. 21 3,052 
Dec. 12 3,937 Dec. 13 3,476 Dec, 14 3,003 
Dec. 5 3,883 Dec. 6 3,415 Dec. 7 2,976 
Nov. 28 3,766 Nov. 29 3,339 Nov. 30 2,932 
Nov. 2! 3,795 Nov. 22 3,248 Nov. 23 2,839 
Nov. 14 3,776 Nov. 15 3,348 Nov. 16 2,890 
Nov. 7 3,762 Nov. 8 3,369 Nov. 9 2,858 
Oct. 3! 3,775 Nov. | 3,380 Nov. 2 2,882 
Oct. 24 3,752 Oct. 25 3,341 Oct. 26 2,867 

* Estimated. Subject to revision. 


Percent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 





Dec. 19 Dec. i2 Dec. 5 
New England .. + 1.0 — 0.7 + 0.4 
Mid-Atlantic - 73 + 5.3 + 7.4 
Central Industrial +-10.8 + 8.4 + 8.5 
West Central +-10.9 +-12.0 +-12.1 
Southern States : 4+-21.6 +26.5 +28.7 
Rocky Mountain .. +10.) +81 +97 
Pacific Coast +-28.6 +29.3 +-24.0 











Total United States +-13.8 +-13.3 +-13.7 


4.0 


39 
3.8 
3.7 
3.6 
3.5 
3.4 
3.3 
3.2 
3.1 


3. ‘Pipe 


Billions of Kw.-Hr 


291 


28 





















oS a aS Chl 





Parker Dam Goes 
Into Operation 


The Bureau of Reclamation’s Parker 
dam power plant in California-Arizona 
on the Colorado River started gener- 
ating power for the first time last week, 
according to an announcement by 
Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the In- 
terior. Two 30,000-kw. generators at 
the plant have undergone test runs 
and are in commercial operation. An- 
other 30,000-kw. unit, nearing comple- 
tion of installation, was scheduled to 
start producing late last month, and a 
fourth, to be ready in May, will enable 
the plant’s capacity of 120,000 kw. 
to be in full operation by spring. 
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The Parker plant will be the 29th 
hydro-electric development placed in 
operation by the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion. Primary purpose of the plant, 
it was said, is the diversion of water 
from the Colorado River for the Metro- 
politan Water District of Southern 
California, a group of 13 cities in the 
Los Angeles area. The Metropolitan 
Water District financed the construc- 
tion of Parker Dam and is entitled, 
when it requires the power, to one-half 
the output. 

Original plans for the generation of 
power at Parker Dam did not con- 
template a need for more than the 
initial installation of three 30,000-kw. 
generating units until 1950 or later, 


the announcement said. Demands for 


1943 


power for defense industries, however, 
moved the operation schedule forward 
ten years and the fourth unit was 
ordered about a year ago for installa- 
tion next May. 


Approves Liquidation 
of National Unit 


The SEC has approved an applica- 
tion of National Power & Light Co.., 
sub-holding unit in the Electric Bond 
& Share system, to liquidate its wholly 
owned subsidiary, the South Texas 
Utilities Co., as a step toward com- 
pliance with dissolution orders, issued 
by the commission last year. 
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Crocker Succeeds Pack as 
Minnesota Utility Head 


(See Front Cover) 


T. D. Crocker, formerly vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of the North- 
ern States Power Co. of Minnesota, has 
president and general 


been named 


manager. As president he succeeds 
Robert F. Pack, who was_ recently 


elected chairman of the board of direc- 
tors. Mr. Pack announced a year ago 
that he desired to retire as president 
not later than the end of 1942. This 
does not affect the office of president 
of the Northern States Power Co. of 
Delaware, which he continues to hold. 

Mr. Crocker has been associated with 
Northern States Power Co. thirty years. 
Born in Elyria, Ohio, he was first em- 
ployed by Lincoln Electric Co. of Cleve- 
land until he entered Ohio State Uni- 
versity, graduating in 1904, 

He then was connected with the Mil- 
waukee Electric Railway & Light Co. 
until 1912, starting in the power plant 
department and, after several promo- 
tions, becoming commercial engineer. 
Mr. Crocker joined Northern States as 
commercial engineer in St. Paul in 
1912 and the following year was made 
assistant to the general manager. 

Mr. Pack has spent his entire busi- 
ness life in the utility industry, enter- 
ing the Toronto (Canada) Electric 
Light Co. in 1891. While occupying the 
position of general manager, he left 
in 1912 to join Northern States, serv- 
ing as vice-president and general man- 
ager for about twenty years, and then 
as president and general manager for 
ten years. He relinquished the duties 
of general manager last March, at which 
time Mr. Crocker became vice-presi- 
dent and general manager. Mr. Pack 
served as president of the old National 
Electric Lignt Association in 1926. 


> Harotp J. W. Fay, first vice-presi- 
dent of the Submarine Signal Co., Bos- 
ton, Mass., since 1930, and in his ear- 
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lier career with the Bell Telephone 
Laboratories in Boston and New York, 
has been elected president of the former 
company, succeeding THomas R. Map- 
DEN, who continues as a director of the 
Signal Company. 


Gilchrist Retires: Evers 
Elected Vice-President 


John F. Gilchrist, who has retired 
as vice-president of the Commonwealth 
Edison Co. after 55 years of service 
with that utility (ELEcTRIcCAL Wor tp, 
December 26, page 96), is one of the 
pioneers in the electric light and power 
business. He has been associated with 
the Commonwealth Edison Co. and its 
predecessor, the Chicago Edison Co., 
during his entire business career, start- 
ing in 1887. He has served the com- 


pany as office boy, assistant to the man- 





Blank & Stroller 
J. F. Gilchrist 


ager of the electric sales department, 
general contact agent, assistant to the 
president and since 1914 as a vice- 
president. He now becomes chairman 
of the board of directors of the Chi- 
cago & Illinois Midland Railway Co., 
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J. W. Evers, Jr. 


which is owned by Commonwealth Edi- 
son, and will remain in an advisory 
capacity with Commonwealth. He 
served as president of the old National 
Electric Light Association and is a 
past-president of the Association of 
Edison Uluminating Companies. 

The board of directors elected John 
W. Evers, Jr., secretary of the company, 
vice-president to fill the vacancy created 
by the resignation of Mr. Gilchrist. Mr. 
Evers will have charge of the purchas- 
ing and stores and transportation de- 
partments, but will also continue as 
secretary. 


> Spencer S. Hunt, industrial engineer 
for the Ohio Power Co. at Lima, Ohio, 
has been appointed industrial manager 
of the Sunnyside Division with head- 
quarters at Bellaire, Ohio. 


> W. L. Winter has been assigned by 
the Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. to the Pacific Coast district 
headquarters at San Francisco as sales 
engineer for the company’s central sta- 
tion and transportation divisions. He 
has been a sales engineer for Westing- 
house at Salt Lake City for the past 
nine years. 


January 2, 1943 








A.LE.E. Awards Edison 
Medal to Dr. Armstrong 


The Edison Medal for 1942 has been 
iwarded by the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers to Dr. Edwin H. 
Armstrong. professor of electrical engi- 
neering, Columbia University, “for dis- 
tinguished contributions to the art of 
electric communication, notably the re- 
generative circuit, the superheterodyne, 
and frequency modulation.” 

Presentation to Dr. Armstrong will 
be made on Wednesday evening, Janu- 
ary 27, during the national technical 
meeting of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers to be held in the 
Engineering Societies Building, New 
York, January 25-29. 


> Rex I. Brown, president of the Mis- 
sissippi Power & Light Co., has been 
elected president of the Jackson Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 


> RicHarp K. Lang, president of the 
Public Service Co. of Oklahoma, has 
been elected president of the Tulsa 
Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Lane has 
a long record of civic accomplishment 
to his credit. 


> Everett L. Ipe has been appointed 
safety supervisor for the United Illu- 
minating Co., New Haven and Bridge- 
port, Conn. He began work with that 
utility as a truck driver in the line 
department in 1918, was advanced to 
trouble man and made dispatcher for 
the Bridgeport division in 1941. He 
has been in charge of all first aid 
work at Bridgeport and will continue to 
make headquarters at the company’s 
service station in that city. 


> Dean M. Warren, who has been in 
charge of technical publicity at General 
Electric Co.’s Nela Park, Cleveland, has 
been transferred to the Empire division 
of the company’s lamp department at 
Buffalo. Mr. Warren will devote full 
time to wartime lighting of industries in 
the Buffalo area. He is active in com- 
mittee work for the Illuminating En- 
gineering Society, serving at the present 
time as chairman of the editing and 
publication committee. 


> Joun I. Hutt has been appointed to 
full time service as engineer in charge 
of the Thomson Laboratory, River 
Works, General Electric Co. Mr. Hull 
was first employed by the company in 
1908 at the Pittsfield Works following 
his graduation from Sheffield Scientific 
School at Yale. He was soon trans- 
ferred to Schenectady, engaging in vari- 
ous test jobs, and in 1910 was promoted 
to a position in the industrial engineer- 
ing division, later becoming head of the 
special a.c. commutator motor depart- 
ment. In 193] he was appointed assist- 


ant to the manager at the River Works, 
on engineering activities, devoting part 
of his time to the Thomson Laboratory. 


OBITUARY 
W. S. Barstow 


William S. Barstow, electrical engi- 
neer, inventor and former president of 
General Gas & Electric Corp., died at 
his home in Great Neck. Long Island, 
on December 27. He was 76 years of 
age. Mr. Barstow was one of the out- 
standing figures in the electrical utility 
industry. A one-time associate of 
Thomas A. Edison, he was a founder 
and president of the Edison Pioneers. 


©» Freperick A. Farrar, 85, former 
vice-president and director of the Elec- 
tric Bond & Share Co.. New York. died 
on December 18 at Brookline. Mass. 
He was a native of Brunswick, Me., and 
became associated with the above com- 
pany in 1909, retiring several years ago. 


> Samuet T. Apams, Chicago attor- 
ney and a special master in chancery 
and a trustee for the Utilities Power 
& Light Co., the reorganization of 
which he undertook in 1938, died on 
December 15, in that city, of injuries 
suffered in an automobile accident. He 
was 42 years oid. Mr. Adams was a 
director of several utility companies. 


> Joun PriestMan. well known in the 
electrical field in Vancouver, B. C., 
died at his home at North Vancouver 
recently, in his .sixty-second year. A 
native of England, Mr. Priestman came 
to British Columbia 53 years ago. He 
was with the B.C. Electric Railway Co. 
for 46 years and held positions as super- 
visor of al] outside sales crews and later 
as merchandising supervisor. He was 
transferred to the Electrical Service 
League of British Columbia and there 
took charge of all field work, range 
promotional efforts, special displays, 
and acted as assistant secretary. 


> Duncan T. CAMPBELL, vice-president 
and general manager of the Scranton 
Electric Co., Scranton, Pa., died on 
December 19, at his home in that city, 
of a heart attack. He was 67 years old. 
A leader in the industrial life of Scran- 
ton for more than thirty years, Mr. 
Campbell was born in Glasgow, Scot- 
land, and came to America in his youth. 
Subsequently going West, he entered 
the employ of the Denver (Colo.) Gas 
& Electric Light Co. in the new-business 
department. He left Denver to take 
charge of the new-business department 
of the utility company at Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., going to Scranton, Pa., in 
1907 as new-business manager. In 1910 
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he was appointed general manager, and 
three years later was elected a vice- 
president. Some years ago he was 
made a director of the American Gas & 
Electric Co., parent organization of the 
Scranton utility. Mr. Campbell was a 
past-president of the Pennsylvania Elec- 
tric Association. 


> Witson W. SHUHAW, manager of the 
North San Francisco Bay division of 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. since 
1923. died on December 4, following a 
long illness. 


> Artnuur T. Hopxtins, 73, formerly 
a partner in the consulting engineering 
firm of Haven & Hopkins, Boston, Mass., 
and at one time superintendent of the 
Boston Woven Hose & Rubber Co., 
Cambridge. Mass., and general man- 
ager of plants of the United States 
Rubber Co., in Ohio and Connecticut, 
died at the Newton, Mass., Hospital 
on December 19. He was graduated 
from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1897. 


> Davin C. JoHNSON, vice-president of 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, 
and president of the New York Steam 
ies. died December 19, of a heart 
attack, at his home in New York. 
After a short connection with the 
Astoria Light, Heat & Power Co., one 
of the predecessors of Consolidated, 
Mr. Johnson engaged in appraisal work 
on public utility properties for con- 
sulting engineers. Soon after the Na- 
tional City Company was organized he 
became associated with that company 
and in 1918 was appointed manager 
of its public utilities department. In 
1922 he was elected a director of New 
York Steam Corp.; in 1927 a vice- 
president, and in 1928 president. It 
was in 1937 that he was elected a vice- 
president of Consolidated. 


> Louis H. Ferrer, secretary of the 
Jersey Central Power & Light Co., As- 
bury Park, N. J., died on December 22 
in Neptune, N. J., of a heart ailment, 
after a short illness. He was 50 years 
of age. Practically his whole career 
was devoted to accounting work in the 
utility field. He first worked for the 
Schenectady (N. Y.) Illuminating Co. 
and the Adirondack Power & Light Co. 
of Schenectady, but transferred his in- 
terests to New York in 1925 to join the 
General Engineering & Management 
Corp. In 1926 he became associated 
with the Jersey Central Power & Light 
Co. at Morristown as auditor of its 
northern division. Since 1927 Mr. Fet- 
ter has been at the main offices of the 
company in Asbury Park, serving at 
first as general auditor. He became 
assistant secretary and assistant treas- 
urer in 1928 and secretary and treas- 
urer in 1929. He relinquished the posi- 
tion of treasurer in 1941. 


(17) 17 
































Westinghouse Orders 
Top $1,000,000,000 


Orders for war equipment placed 
with the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. in 1942 exceeded 
$1,000,000,000 for the first time in 
the company’s history, A. W. Robert- 
son, chairman of the board, reported 
at a recent directors’ meeting. 

In 1941 the company received ordegs 
amounting to $582,808,634. July, 
1942, set a monthly high with the 
receipt of orders amounting to 
$158,136,917. 

The radio division booked more 
orders than any other division of the 
company in 1942, Mr. Robertson said. 
Other divisions, which showed big in- 
creases in their production loads in 
1942 included the motor, transformer, 
switchgear, steam turbine and genera- 
tor divisions. 


Report 3d Quarter Net 


Net income of Philco Corp. in the 
third quarter of 1942, after provision 
for estimated federal and state income 
and excess profits taxes, amounted to 
$595,853, or 43 cents per share, of 
which $111,000 or 8 cents per share 
is the post-war refund provided by 
the Revenue Act of 1942, James T. 
Buckley, president, has announced. 

In the third quarter of 1941 the 
company had adjusted net income of 
$644,039, or 47 cents per share. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


W. N. Matthews Corp., St. Louis, has 
entered into a contract with R. D. Cope 
& Co., Dallas, Tex., to become its agents 
for the Texas territory, effective Janu- 
ary 1. The Cope organization will have 
complete charge of all sales activities 
for Matthews products in Texas. 
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Other electrical manufacturers re- 
cently making appointments to their 
sales staffs include: 

Railway and Industrial Engineering Co. 
has appointed W. J. Hugo sales represent- 
ative, covering the North Central states. 
Mr. Hugo, whose headquarters are in Min- 
neapolis, Minn., has operated as a manu- 
facturer’s representative for 22 years. He 
will cover the states of Minnesota, parts 
of Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin and the 
states of North and South Dakota for 
R. & I. E. 

Wheelco Instruments Co., Chicago, has 
named Roger W. Allen, southeastern dis- 
trict manager with headquarters at 305 
Techwood Drive, Atlanta, Ga. He was for- 
merly district sales engineer for Foxboro 
Co. at Atlanta. 








MODERN BETSY ROSS—When the Reli- 
ance Electric & Engineering Co., Cleve- 
land, recently had its Navy “E” award 
renewed after six months of continued out- 
standing war work it became necessary 
to add a star to the pennant. Ann Yar- 
lekovic and Alice McDonald of the coil 
winding depariment take turns wielding 
the needle while an admiring group of fel- 
low workers act as kibitzers 
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WPB Curbs Sale 
of Conduit, Tubing 


WPB has curtailed the manufacture, 
sale and installation of rigid and flex- 
ible metal electrical conduit and tubing 
and metal raceways under Order L-225, 
which is expected to save 100,000 tons 
of steel yearly. 

Sales or deliveries of these products 
are prohibited except on priority rat- 
ings of Al-j or better. Installations 
of conduits are prohibited except on 
similarly rated projects or where safety 
demands their use. Flexible metal con- 
duit or tubing may be installed for nec- 
essary extensions less than 12 feet long 
to connect electric motors, current con- 
suming devices or electrical control 
equipment. 

Only 40 percent of the metal proc- 
essed for rigid conduits in 1941 may be 
processed hereafter. Individual pro- 
ducers may not process in any calendar 
quarter more than 10 percent of the 
total they processed during 1941. Metal 
for raceways is limited to 50 percent 
of the 1941 total. No manufacturer 
may process in any calendar quarter 
more than one-eighth of his 1941 total. 
Production limitations became effective 
January 1. 

« 


Sylvania Announces 
Retirement Plan 


Sylvania Electric Products Inc. has 
announced a new savings and retire- 
ment plant for its employees under 
which 4 percent of the gross profits 
of the company will be credited to 
the accounts of employees who have 
become members of the plan. Funds 
so accumulated will be in addition to 
the regular contributions to the plan 
fund. 

All members subscribing to the plan 
will receive their share of this profit- 
sharing distribution, whether they re- 
main with the company to retirement 
age or not. 
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Sees 


Participation is open to employees 
with three years’ service, with proper 
provision for people who are employed 
fter the age of 35. 

The company paid a Christmas 
onus equivalent to a full week’s pay 
‘ior every employee with unbroken 
-ervice for the past year. 


Carbon Dioxide Supply 
Will Meet All Needs 


Plenty of liquid carbon dioxide for 
military and industrial needs is the 
outlook on this important gas used in 
large carbon dioxide fire-extinguishing 
systems and  non-explosive mining 
equipment, 

In a formal statement replying to 
rumors of a carbon dioxide shortage 
recently, in Chicago, John H. Bell, 
executive vice-president of Cardox 
Corp., the largest user of liquid carbon 
dioxide, said: “We believe we are be- 
ing conservative in promising the armed 
forces and war industry that no short- 
age of this gas is at all likely.” 

Mr. Bell pointed out that a shortage 
was known to exist only in manufac- 
turing facilities for the conventional 
type of containers used for transporta- 
tion. “This difficulty, however,” he 
added, “will not cause us any incon- 
venience in view of the Cardox develop- 
ment of a method of transporting liquid 
carbon dioxide in large single tanks on 
trucks and semi-trailers and in railway 
tanks cars.” 

e 


Steel Unit Changes Name 
Scully Steel Products Co., U.. S. 


Steel Corp., subsidiary, has changed 
its name to U, S. Steel Supply Co., 
effective January 1. FE. E. Aldous, 
president, announced that the new 
name will not involve any change in 
the management or the business in 
which Scully Steel Products Co. has 
been engaged. The principal reason 
for the change is to identify the supply 
company more closely with other 
subsidiaries of U. S. Steel Corp. 


Vote Dividend on Arrears 


Worthington Pump & Machinery 
Corp. has declared dividends of $14 
on its 7 percent class A_ preferred 
stock and $12 on the 6 percent class 
B preferred stock, both payable on 
January 15, to holders of record on 
January 5. On December 31, 1941, 
dividend accumulations amounted to 
$329,910, or $70 a share on 4,713 
shares, on the Class A_ stock, and 
$228,300, or $60 a share on 3,805 
shares on the Class B stock. 


Field Reports on Business 


Government orders for war equipment continue in substantial volume. War 
plant building has declined, though small plant expansion is active. Employ- 
ment and payrolls show increases; residential construction shows sharp decline. 
Retailers report a heavy demand for all types of merchandise, sales continuing 
well ahead of last year. 


NEW YORK 


Hopes that WPB will ease restrictions 
on the sale of higher-priced units have been 
voiced by some manufacturers, Many of the 
frozen units are of the 8 cu.ft. and larger 
models, unsuitable for army camps or de- 
fense housing. WPB has already permitted 
manufacturers to ship in carload lots to 
distributors willing to buy, but response 
has been small. But with distributors be- 
ing cleaned out of small appliances and 
a number of them shutting up shop for 
the duration, it is felt that easing of the 
restrictions on the luxury boxes might 
relieve a critical situation, 

Inventories of department stores, in the 
meantime, continue to decline. Since Au- 
gust the drop has been 20 percent, accord- 
ing to the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York. The decline has brought the stocks 
of goods on hand to a level of only 16 
percent above the corresponding figure for 
1941. Sales continue well ahead of last 
year. The Federal Reserve Board reports 
a 10 percent increase for the latest week 
over the corresponding week in 1941. The 
Census Bureau echoes the report with a 
statement that sales of independent retail- 
ers throughout the country registered a 7 
percent increase in sales for November over 
last vear. The figures were 9 percent un- 
der October, however. 

Engineering construction yolume for the 
short week due to the early closing for 
the Christmas holiday totaled $33.377,000, 
the lowest weekly volume reported during 
1942. It compares with $75,539,000 re- 
corded for the full preceding week and is 
34 percent below the total for the corre- 
sponding short week in °41, Volume for °42 
to date 1s $9,229.534,000, 57 percent over 
the same period last year. 


CHICAGO 


Retailers report an extremely heavy de- 
mand for all types of merchandise as holi- 
day buying continued throughout the week 
at record levels. Wholesalers and retailer 
stocks are undoubtedly at the lowest level 
in many years. Many dealers are looking 
forward to the annual furniture market in 
January in anticipation of adding other 
lines. However, with additional restrictions 
and curtailments imminent, the outlook is 
none too encouraging. 

Employment and payrolls in Illinois 
showed increases for the fifth consecutive 
month, Wages are up 24 percent and em- 
ployment 4 percent in industrial plants 
over November, 1941. Residential construc- 
tion shows a sharp drop, of course, and 
large war plant building has declined al- 
though there is considerable activity in 
small plant expansion. A record total of 
$569,535,000 has been invested in new in- 
dustrial facilities since the first of this 
year. 

Government orders for war equipment 
continue in substantial volume. Last week 
105 war orders were placed with 72 firms in 
this area, including twelve companies re- 
ceiving contracts for the first time. 

Commonwealth Edison Co. is taking bids 
on alterations to a substation on Diversey 
Parkway. Remodeling work for govern- 
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mental offices in the Merchandise Mart 
will involve a new a.c. wiring system on 
four floors. Electrical distribution system 
and wiring are included in a 16-building 
war department project in Carroll County, 
Illinois, 

Electrical permits have declined sharply 
in number, but reveal a considerable vol- 
ume of motor installations. 


PACIFIC COAST 


New major government construction in 
this area includes a $1,259,000 award for 
the West Coast sound school at San Diego, 
a 9,000-man encampment “somewhere in 
Oregon” and $3.500,000 of piers at Seattle. 
The marked decrease in such work pre- 
dicted for October is now apparently here, 
as is evidenced by the release of many 
inspectors of Army materials and installa- 
tions. However, industrial and_ military 
housing is still rising toward its peak. 

A 10-mile, 33-kv. wood-pole transmission 
line is to connect Parker Dam with Luma, 
Ariz. Other orders cover a 50-ton floating 
crane, costing $178,650, for Pearl Harbor , 
two 200-ton electric gantry cranes, costing 
$161,350, for an Idaho ordnance depot, 
and two groups of 132-kv., 600-amp. dis- 
connects for Los Angeles. 

Industrial business includes two 44-ton 
Diesel electric G.E. switching locomotives 
for Pacific Electric Railway, Los Angeles; 
$95,000 motor and generator spare parts 
for Kaiser, sixty 1-hp. motors and controls 
for special detector marine equipment, and 
a carload of magnet wire for a calculating 
machine factory. 


NEW ENGLAND 


War contracts placed in Maine now ex- 
ceed $500,000,000 exclusive of the Kittery 
Navy Yard and other government establish- 
ments, making Maine the thirteenth state 
in war production work volume. In all New 
England over $1,500,000,000 in shipbuild- 
ing and supply contracts have been placed 
by the government. During the past week 
the lull in buying which has been gather- 
ing momentum continued. Navy Depart- 
ment is buying machine tools, non-ferrous 
products, and cloth from New England 
plants. Paper mills are receiving encourag- 
ing orders. Negotiated contracts released 
last week include bookings for unspecified 
amounts of engine parts. Bids have been 
submitted by Connecticut mills for a large 
amount of condenser tubes and seamless 
copper tubing. Electrically operated stack- 
ing and tiering machines and electric hot- 
plates in good volume are being priced by 
manufacturers. Some lines of electrically 
operated apparatus for medical service 
are in demand, particularly sterilizers, heat- 
ing ovens, bakers and mixers. 

Small motor and control sales are in the 
offing if the change over to coal burning 
gets into full swing. It is estimated that 
more than 95 percent of the large New 
England consumers of fuel oil will be 
obliged to convert to coal, Several high-fre- 
quency silver soldering units have been 
sold in Worcester, Mass., and a textile 
plant in that district has bought 180 kva. 
in capacitors. 
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Utility Stocks Decline; Bonds Continue Gain 
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There were few changes in prices of electric light and power securities during the past 


week, 
last year, 17.9. 


“Elecirical World’ stock index dropped to 20.0 from 20.2 the previous week; 
Bonds gained slightly, advancing to 103.7 from 103.6; last year, 104.5 





Utility Accounting 
Revised by SEC 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission has announced the adoption of 
certain revisions, effective January 1, 
to its uniform system of accounts for 
holding companies—the first such revi- 


sion since the original system was 
adopted in 1936. 
In addition to certain technical 


changes and other minor changes de- 
signed to improve and clarify the sys- 
tem of accounts, the commission said, 
revisions of a substantive character 
were made, as follows: 


Summary of Changes 


The revised text of Account 100, 
Investment Securities and Advances, in- 
cludes a new paragraph relating to 
investments now carried at unsegre- 
gated book amounts. The revised test 
of Account 120, Discount of Capital 
Stock; Account 121, Commissions and 
Expense on Capital Stock; Account 
130, Reacquired Capital Stock, and 
Account 150, Capital Stock, now pro- 
vide that premiums and assessments 
on one class of capital stock may not 
generally, without approval of the com- 
mission, be used to absorb discount 
and repurchase premium on capital 
stock of a different class. 

The text of Account 200, Dividends, 
has been substantially changed by 
notes A and B in the revised system. 
Note A prohibits the taking up of 
stock dividends as income or surplus 
if the stock received as a dividend is 
of the same class as the stock on 
which the dividend in stock is paid. 
Note B provides that if the dividend 
received in stock is of a class differ- 
ent from that on which the dividend 
is paid, the dividend may, with prior 
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approval of the commission, be treated 
as income. 

Account 240, Taxes, Other than In- 
come Taxes, and Account 270, Income 
Taxes, in the revised system  super- 
sede Account 240, Taxes, in the origi- 
nal system and result in separating 
income taxes from other taxes. The 
order of presentation of the accounts 
also indicates that income taxes should 
be shown as the last item of deduc- 
tions in computing net income rather 
than as an operating expense. 

A suggestion was received, the com- 


mission said, that holding company 
investments be carried at amounts 


which reflect their equity in the sub- 
sidiaries on the basis of the under- 
lying original cost of the subsidiaries’ 





property, less appropriate deprecia- 
tion and depletion reserves, and that 
any present excess over that amount 
be segregated and eventually elimi- 
nated. While this proposal was _ re- 
jected, the commission said, it was 
recognized that in balance sheets of 
Utility Reports 

Net Income 

1942 1941 
*American Power & Light 

OnG subé, .. 265... ... $9,823,789 $9,854,544 
*Central Arizona Lt, & 

Pwr. , a ceates t 802,784 613,598 
tCentral Maine Power.. . 2,077,139 2,059,575 
+Central Vermont Pub. Serv. 274,513 276,135 
tConnecticut Lt. & Power.. 3,621,576 3,738,974 
*Duquesne Light . bees 10,940,689 9,954,579 
*El Paso Electric (Texas)... 540,456 627,062 
*Gulf States Utilities. 1,717,143 1,927,892 
*Key West Electric.... ; 64,596 74,674 
*Philadelphia Co. and subs. 7,910,570 6,220,161 
tPublic Service of N. H.... 1,440,323 1,375,529 
*Puget Sound Pwr. & Lt.... 3,108,904 2,385,096 
*Savannah Elec. & Power. 135,215 255,547 
tTampa Electric ........... 1,301,232 1,491,198 
*Texas Electric Service..... 1,517,367 1,130,817 
*Virginia Elec. & Power.... 3,720,643 3,812,110 





*Twelve months ended October 31. 
tTwevle months ended November 30. 
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utility companies it is important to 
set forth tangible and intangible utility 
plant so as to show separately the 
original cost, plant acquisition adjust- 
ments, and plant adjustments, and, in 
consolidated balance sheets of a hold- 
ing company and its subsidiaries, to 
show in adidtion the difference be- 
tween the parent’s investment in and 
the underlying book equity of sub- 
sidiaries as at the respective dates 
of acquisition. It is therefore pro- 
posed to adopt rules to require such 
segregation in financial statements 
filed with the commission where origi- 
nal cost studies have been completed 
and to require appropriate footnote 
disclosures where original cost studies 
are not completed or required. 





FINANCIAL BRIEFS 





A REGISTRATION STATEMENT covering 
$22,000,000 principal amount of first 
and general mortgage bonds, 314 per- 
cent, due 1973, has been filed with the 
SEC by the Public Service Company of 
New Hampshire, a subsidiary of New 
England Public Service Co. The bonds 
are to be sold at competitive bidding. 
With the sale of the bonds, Public 
Service also proposes to issue and sell 
privately $2,500,000 of unsecured notes 
and 3.284 shares of its common stock, 
no par value, to New England Public 
Service for $197,040, or $60 per share 
in cash. The company intends to use 
the proceeds to redeem and retire the 
entire $18,929,000 face amount of its 
currently outstanding bonds at the call 
price of 104. Part of the proceeds will 
be used to pay outstanding bank loans 
made to pay for the Maine and New 
Hampshire properties of the Twin State 
Gas & Electric Co., another Nepsco 
subsidiary. 

AMERICAN & Foreicn Power Co. has 
reduced its bank loans by $4,650,000, 
bringing such loans to a total of 
$3,100,000, according to a recent an- 
nouncement. At the beginning of 1942 
the loans aggregated $14,500,000. 


THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS of Birming- 
ham Electric Co. recently authorized 
the redemption, on February 1, 1943, 
by call under the provisions of its 
mortgage and deed of trust to the Cen- 
tral-Hanover Trust Co., New York, of 
$1,000,000 principal amount of its first 
and mortgage gold bonds, 444 percent 
series, due 1968. 


A REGISTRATION STATEMENT has been 
filed with the SEC in which Public 
Service Co. of Indiana, Inc., proposes 
to purchase from the trustee of the Mid- 
land United Co. 525 shares of no par 
value common stock of Union City 
(Ohio) Electric Co., all the outstanding 
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common, for $75,000 cash, plus an 
amount equal to undistributed earnings 
of Union City from September 30, 1940, 
to the end of the month preceding clos- 
ing (as of September 30, 1942, $11,767). 


A DECLARATION HAS BEEN FILED with 
the SEC by a protective committee for 
Class A stockholders of International 
Utilities Corp., to represent such stock- 
holders before the commission or any 
court in connection with the plan of 
recapitalization and merger filed by In- 
ternational with the commission under 
the Holding Company Act. 


GENERAL Gas & Exectric Corp. has 
filed an application with the SEC to 
pay out of capital or unearned surplus 
a dividend on the $5 prior preferred 
stock for the quarter ended December 
15. Total amount required for the 
dividend is $75,000. 


Central States 
Asks Dissolution 


Trustees of the Central States Elec- 
tric Corp., which filed a petition for 
reorganization under the bankruptcy 
laws last February, have asked that the 
company be adjudicated insolvent and 
its franchise and charter under the laws 
of Virginia be eliminated. Judge Rob- 
ert N. Pollard of U. S. district court in 
Richmond set February 5, 1943, for a 
hearing. 

The trustees report, as of November 
30, revealed a total debt of $19,107,564, 
made up of $6,400,000 in 5 percent con- 
vertible debentures, due 1948, and 
$11,737,000 in optional 54% percent 
debentures, due 1945. In addition to 
these bonds, Central States has out- 
standing some $21,000,000 preferred 
stocks, par value, and $10,000,000 in 
common stock. 

Total assets, as of November 30, 
were set at $3,838,063. 


Gain in Federal 
Hydro Reported 


A 43 percent gain in hydro-electric 
power capacity—more than 400,000 kw. 
—was reported by the Bureau of Recla- 
mation for the fiscal year from July 1, 
1941, to June 30, 1942, in the annual 
report of Commissioner John C. Page 
sent to Secretary of the Interior Harold 
L. Ickes. Large gains were also cited 
in water storage capacity and in food 
production, 

The year’s gain in hydro power 
raised the total installed capacity in 28 
electric plants on 17 Reclamation proj- 
ects in eleven Western states to nearly 
1,500,000 kw., the report said. 


Sales Opportunities 


Wisconsin—Wisconsin Power & Light 
Co., Madison, will carry out work at once 
for expansion in steam-electric generating 
station including installation of new boiler 
unit and auxiliary equipment. 


Micuican—Ford Motor Co., Dearborn, 
will carry out expansion in plants in Mich- 
igan, Ohio and New York, for production 
for government, including new buildings 
and installation of machinery, electrical 
equipment and other facilities for large 
increased output. Cost over $6,000,000. Fi- 
nancing by Defense Plant Corp. 


Arkansas—Civil Aeronautics Adminis- 
tration, Washington, D. C., plans extensions 
and improvements in airfield, including 
installation of additional lighting facilities. 


Iowa—lIowa Southern Utilities Co., Cen- 
terville, plans extensions in transmission 
lines, including additions to secondary sys- 
tem and service facilities. Proposed to 
carry out work soon. Application has been 
made for permission, 


Texas—Public Housing Authority, Na- 
tional Housing Agency, Electric Building, 
Fort Worth, will take bids soon for an 
outside electric distribution system at a 
housing project. Cost estimated close to 
$75,000. Carlson, Pelich, Geren & Rady, 
Insurance Building, Fort Worth, are archi- 
tects and engineers. 


New Jersey—E. I. duPont deNemours & 
Co., Inc., Wilmington, Del., manufacturers 
of explosives, chemicals, dyes, plastics, etc., 
plans expansion in plant for production 
for government, including new buildings 
and installation of machinery, electrical 
equipment and other facilities for increased 
output. Entire project will cost over $1,- 
000,000, and will be financed by Defense 
Plant Corp. 


Soutn Daxota—Otter Tail Power Co., 
Fergus Falls, Minn., has contracted with 
Board of Brookings County Supervisors, 
Brookings, for rebuilding and improvements 
in primary and secondary lines in that area 
for service at county institution. Work will 
be carried out soon. 


New Mexico—U.S. District Engineer 
Office, Albuquerque, is asking bids (no 
closing date stated) for installation of 
obstruction lights at a development, com- 
prising 103 lighting units on both existing 
and new poles, and on existing buildings, 
with feeder lines, switches, vapor-proof fix- 
tures, etc. 


MAsSACHUSETTS—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., has approved plans for new shop at 
navy drydock, with installation of machin- 
ery, electrical equipment and other facili- 
ties. Cost about $600,000. Work will be 


carried out at once, 


Wisconstn—Kohler Co., Kohler, manu- 
facturer of sanitary ware, etc., plans ex- 
pansion in plant, including new _ build- 
ings and installation of machinery, elec- 
trical equipment and other facilities. Cost 
estimated over $2,500,000. Work is sched- 
uled to be carried out soon, Financing by 
Defense Plant Corp. 


Towa—Commodity Credit Corp., Wash- 
ington, D. C., and 208 South LaSalle St., 
Chicago, IIl., federal agency, plans series 
of 15 hemp-processing mills at different 
points, each comprising main one-story 
production building, warehouses, power 
house, dryer tunnel and_ miscellaneous 
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units. Cost estimated about $300,000 each, 
with machinery and electrical equipment, 
making total of $4,500,000 for entire proj- 
ect. Financing by Defense Plant Corp. 


CALirornNiA—San Diego Gas & Electric 
Co., San Diego, has taken out permit for 
new one-story regulator station, and will 
proceed with construction at once. 


NEBRASKA— Farms Crops Processing 
Corp. of Nebraska, George E. Johnson, 
Hastings, head, recently organized, has 
plans maturing for new commercial alco- 
hol plant on site now being selected. It 
will consist of several large processing 
and production buildings, with auxiliary 
structures for storage and distribution, 
power substation and other facilities. Cost 
about $1,840,000. Financing by Defense 
Plant Corp. 


Texas—Houston Lighting & Power Co., 
Houston, is pushing construction of new 
steam-electric generating station, and plant 
is scheduled to be ready for operation 
early next spring. It will have a rated ca- 
pacity of 35,000-kw. Boiler house will be of 
outdoor-type, using natural gas as fuel on 
basis of about 10,000,000 cu. ft. per day. 
Project will include switchyard and exten- 
sions in transmission lines for connection 
with present high-tension system. Cost 
reported over $2,000,000. Ebasco Services, 
2 Rector St., New York, N. Y., is consult- 
ing engineer. 


CaLirorniA—Douglas Aircraft Co., Santa 
Monica, will carry out expansion in plant, 
including new buildings and _ installation 
of machinery and electrical equipment. 
Work is scheduled to proceed at once. Cost 
estimated over $600,000. Financing by De- 
fense Plant Corp. 


New Jersey—Reading Co. (Philadel- 
phia & Reading Railway), Reading Ter- 
minal, Philadelphia, Pa., plans new steam 
power house for service at shops in New 
Jersey. Cost reported over $85,000, with 
equipment. 


Onto—Electric Light Department, Na- 
poleon, will begin work soon for proposed 
extensions and improvements in municipal 
power plant. It is understood that priority 
rating has been secured. Contract for tur- 
bine-generator unit has been let to Gen- 
eral Electric Co. Other awards are sched- 
uled to be made at early date. Cost re- 
ported about $185,000, including exten- 
sions in waterworks station. Froehlich & 
Emery Engineering Co., Toledo Trust Build- 
ing, Toledo, is consulting engineer. 


OxKLtanHomMa—Burke School of Aeronaut- 
ics, Oklahoma City, has completed plans 
for new air force training school, compris- 
ing several hangars, shops, warehouses, 
administration building and miscellaneous 
structures. Cost reported over $1,500,000, 
with machinery and electrical equipment. 
Erection will begin at once. Financing by 
Defense Plant Corp. Leon B. Senter, Phil- 
tower Building, Tulsa, is architect. 


MassacuuseTts—Boston Edison Co., 
Boston, plans rebuilding of coal wharf on 
waterfront, used for coal supply for gener- 
ating station at South Boston, recently 
damaged by fire, with loss reported over 
$500,000, including three hoist towers, coal 
unloading and handling machinery, etc. 
Property 1s occupied under lease by C. H. 
Sprague & Co., 10 Post Office Sq., coal 
dealer, which has contract for furnishing 
coal for generating plant. 
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Auxiliary Relay 


Designed to meet light-weight, small- 
space specifications of the Army and Navy, 
new instantaneous auxiliary relay is avail- 





"HMA" relay: silver-to-silver contacts: inter- 
rupting capacity one amp. at 125 volts d.c. 
inductive load: weight 9 unces: Jimensions 
1% x 2%%29/16 in. General Electric Co., 
S tady, N. Y 


able in the following styles: Double-pole, 
double-throw with single-break contacts; 
single-pole, double-throw with double-break 
contacts; single-pole and double-throw with 
double-break contacts brought out to a 
terminal. Base, cover, moving contact sup- 
ports are of one-piece molded Textolite. 
Screws for front connection and studs for 
back connections, 


Floodlight 


Adjustable to any angle, vertical or hori- 
zontal, new portable floodlight, designed 





"No. 1610 Circulite’’ floodlight, employs 300- 
500-watt lamp: has |2-in. chromium-plated re- 
ector and 20-ft. cord. Steber Mfg. Co., 


2451 Sacramento Ave., Chicago. 
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for emergency lighting of grounds, loading 
and unloading areas, may be mounted on 
floor or truck. Models can be supplied 
with casters, for repair shop use. 


© 
TT: . S © h 
silmit Switc 
"LS" limit switch; 600 volts max.; two sizes: 
standard arm is 2!4 in., short arm I'/ in 
etween center ating arm may be set 


30 positions 


n any i . 7 Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Roller arm, spring return type limit 
vitch, designed primarily for making and 
breaking control circuits or indicating cir- 
cuits at a fixed point in the operating cycle, 
replaceable double-break,  self-align- 
ing, silver-to-silver contacts. Built for 
heavy-duty applications, the switch is in- 
closed in cast iron and all wearing sur- 
faces are of hardened steel or special al- 
loys. All corrodible parts are cadmium 
plated, 


ses 


Fluorescent Unit 


Underwriters’ Laboratory, 


Approved by 
unit combines ballast and 


new lighting 


starting switch functions and makes addi- 
unnecessary. 


tional starters Lighting is 





"Insta Lite'’ fluorescent lighting fixture: made 
for two 40-watt tubes, 110-125 volt, a.c.; 
available with non-metallic reflector. Spero 


Electric Corp., 18220 Lanken Ave., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 


claimed to be instantaneous, starts at 
lower voltages and temperatures, and _per- 
formance is stabilized at level of maximum 
lumen output. Unit is offered for industrial 
and commercial installations and is avail- 
able with non-metallic refector, conform- 
ing to WPB limitation order L78. 





BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to lcok first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 


addresses. 
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Wire Cutter 


Eight-foot device makes it possible for 
operator to stand at a safe distance while 
cutting hot wires. Handle is insulation- 
tested for 75,000 volts per foot. Alloy tool 





for remote-operation 


‘Long-range’ cutter 
cutting of hot electrical wires. 
La-France-Foamite Corp., Elmira 


American- 
Par ts 


steel slotted jaw holds wire by gravity 
until the cut is made. Cutting action is 
controlled by operating rope of insulation 
tested spot cord. Will cut up to No. 4/0 
hard-drawn copper cable. 


Insulating Tape 


available in 3 j 


"Kappa" tape; 5 } 10 
widths '%4-in. up Wm. E. 


mil. thickness and 


Wright & Sons Co., Industria! Textile Divi 
sion, West Warren, Mass. 
Cellulose acetate fabric tape for, coils 


was designed to allow ample _ tensile 
strength (47 lb. per in., 7 percent elonga- 
tion) and to facilitate winding production. 
It is said to have a moisture regain less 
than one-half that of cotton, and to main- 
tain flexibility during baking at 125 deg. 
C. for 60 percent longer period. Breakdown 
voltage is claimed to be of the order of 
50 percent higher for total thickness up to 
approximately 10 mils (fabric plus var- 
nish). 


Controls 


Engineering developments embodied in 
new series of photoelectric controls in- 
clude relay contacts designed to handle 
heavier loads’ directly, conservatively 
rated at 10 amp. a.c. at 115 volts. The 
output terminals are those of a_ single- 
pole, double-throw switch for either nor- 
mally closed or normally open operation, 
providing for action when the light beam 
is broken or when it is made. 





"Type AI5'' photoelectric’ controls; have 
operating range of 20 ft. with light source 
L30; 40 ft. with light source L60. Photoswitch, 
Inc., 17 Chestnut Streeet, Cambridge, Mass. 
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Tomorrow may be too late—do it NOW 


WARTIME restrictions make copper products 
hard to get — this includes electrical wire and 
cable. It will pay you to protect what you have. 


Anaconda’s Preventive Maintenance Plan will 
help you check to see that cables in your plant 
are not being abused. 


If you follow this free plan you not only help 
yourself, but more important, you help the war 
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effort. This manual provides a practical auto- 
matic method for complete analysis of circuits 
and equipment...uncovers potential weaknesses 
... methods for correcting them... with charts 
to enable quick periodic check-ups. 

NOTE: Through this Preventive Maintenance Plan you 
may uncover the evidence necessary to obtain an “emer- 
gency repair priority.” This is explained fully in the 
plan book. 43225 


Anaconda Wire & Cable Company 
25 Broadway, New York City 


Please send copy of the Anaconda Preventive Maintenance 
Plan for safeguarding production. 


Individual 
Company 


Address City 
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Maintaining uniformly High Volt- 
ages becomes even More Important 
now that Peak Motor Performance 
is essential to our War Production. 
Doing it with 54% Step Regulators 
not only Saves Money ... It pre- 
vents Waste of both Man-Hours 
and huge Quantities of Copper! 


OOD BUSINESS in peacetime, 
G vital in war! That’s what 
far-seeing system planners say 
about feeder voltage regulation. 

In normal times power com- 
panies installed regulators to 
provide superior service eco- 
nomically. 

That’s even more important 
today. Maintaining uniformly 
high voltages means that motors 
in vital war plants give peak 
performance round the clock. 

And today there’s a new factor 
to consider: copper! 


Stop This Copper Waste! 

It takes important copper and 
man-hours to rebuild a feeder 
(or install a new one) to boost 
faltering voltage. By using a 
regulator instead, thousands of 
pounds of copper and many 
man-hours can be saved! 

For complete information on 
how you can give better serv- 
ice and still save vital material, 
call the district office near you. 
Or write for our new bulletin 
B6056A. ALLIS-CHALMERS, 
MILWAUKEE, WIS. A-1575 


VICTORY 


= GOOD BUSINESS IN PEACETIME... 
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WHY ENGINEERS PICK 
ALLIS-CHALMERS 
Ye % STEP REGULATORS 


1. Closer Regulation—54% half- 
cycling steps plus ‘‘Feather-Touch 
Control” permit band width set- 
ting within + 5%. 

2. Longer Contact Life — Nota 
single contact has ever been re- 
placed on an Allis-Chalmers Reg- 
ulator due to deterioration under 
normal operation! 


3. Lower Exciting Current — 


Need oniy % the exciting kva 
required by older regulators! 


4. Fewer Bolted Connections — 


Unit construction eliminates 78 
bolted connections between com- 
partments. 


5. Minimum Maintenance —No 
holding or braking devicés. Oil- 
immersion of all moving parts 
eliminates lubrication. 
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ALLIS-CHALMERS nccissro: 
REGULATORS 





